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Comments on the Ph.D. thesis by Seidali Umirtaevich Bilalov entitled
‘Typology and Fortification of Medieval Towns on the Lower Syr-darya‘
in 6D020800 — Archaeology and Ethnology

The undersigned referee has been the Foreign Supervisor of Seidali Bilalov since 2017. During that time, the
research student has been trench supervisor on my fieldwork project at Dzhankent, and has competently
directed excavations there and at ather sites which are closely connected with his PhD research. One may
therefore slale that he has a praclical as well as a theoretical grasp of his research topic, and that |
understand the degree of his involvement in this research.

For the following statement, my main frame of reference has been the set of criteria and requirements
for PhD theses at htlps://iwww.kaznu kz/en/15001/paqe/ (pravila_po_oform._dissertaciy_proekt).

Research topic

The research topic of the thesis is “Typology and Fortification of Medieval Towns of the Lower Syr-darya“. The
draft consists of the main text (three numbered chapters/parts and Conclusions, with 170 numbered pages in
the Kazakh original), a Bibliography, and three Appendices.

The topic itself is clearly of great interest in current research, with the Dzhety-asary and the ‘Marsh
Towns' being the object of national Kazakh and international cooperalive research projects. Also, to my
knowledge, the fortifications of defended seftlements on the Lower Syr-darya in the first millennium have not
yet been studied in any detail. This has been a lacuna in the state of settlement research in the region, and
therefore the thesis fulfils the requirement of originality (scientific novelty).

Structure and contents

The three numbered chapters deal with (1) the history of research, (2) the typology of medieval cities of the
study region, and (3) their fortifications. In addition, the thesis addresses a number of subsidiary subjects.

History of research (Chapter 1) is an obligatory part of every Ph.D. thesis in archaeology, and by
emphasis and length it is given here the status of an independent topic. Settiement typology (Ch. 2) and
- defensive systems (Ch. 3) are two distinct research topics, examined on the basis of material from 62
seftlements spanning an entire millennium (5" — 14" centuries), with a culturally diverse and changing
background. The list of tasks for the thesis as set out in the Introduction ranges from dates and origins of
‘settlements, to construction of forlifications, to natural environment and water supply.



As a result of his research, the author presents wide-ranging Conclusions about the typology and
chronalogy of defended towns on the Lower Syr-darya, using geographical and lopographical criteria in
addition to archaeological features, and about the long-term development of urban and urban-like settlements
of the region. Of pariicular inferest are the separate lypalogies for each chronological group. The value of the
resuits therefore lies in their breadth, and the requirement of intemal unity of a PhD thesis may be seen as
fuifiled by the opportunities for broad comparisons, and for tracing the course of long-lerm developments.

There zre, nowever, some aspects which could be improved, and there is — in the current version of
the draft 2s | could inspect it — al least one element which needs to be added: this Is the documentation of the
evidence, which | understand the candidate is currently working on. Conceming other improvements, | would
have preferred 1o see more details of the methodology which was applied in the student's research, also to
satisfy better the thesis requirement of reliability. To an extent, this extension can be achieved by bringing
tegetner in the Introduction various short sections of methodology from elsewhere in the thesis, but in addition
some (zlbeit brief) reference might be made to westem theories on urbanization which are relevant in this
context (e.g9. Max Weber, Gordon Childe, Michael E. Smith, Norman Yoffee). In Chapter 1 (History of

Research), it would be advisable that elements of original research by the student should be marked more
clearfy as such, strengthening the requirement of mdependence.

Assessment and recommendation

While there are a small number of necessary improvements which have been pointed out above, | am

safisfied that the research presented here has been conducted in accordance with accepted standards for
schalarly and scientific wark.

With the proviso above, it can be asceriained that the research work of S_U. Bilalov is in accordance with the

requirements for a doctorate from al-Farabi University, and can be recommended to go forward to defence for
the academic degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).
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Cefizats Owipraitgma bmiatostein 6D020800-Apxeotorus &3IHE ITHOIOMHA
servam T Gofisama PhD Japesecin a1y ymin "ChIpI3PHSHEIH TOMEHTT 2FbICHIHIATES
OPTIFICHIPIMK KLILTIPIMH THOOMIOTHACH MeH dopraduKanuEck” TAKLIPHIOBIHIA
OPAIEIIFIE THCCCPTIIHECHES OIKp

Teses=e §n3 sofsrwas mikip oixtpymm 2017 meiiws Oactan Ceiizamn bAT270BTHEH
cererTis EoTCNTmiGl Gomm Teoemmter OChl YaRHT (DHHIC ISPTTEYIEl JOKIOpAET MCH
o TeSTi T EACITAE FETEAE KOO OQELETTE QPTAraCHPIRK JAASKCET RATACKE A AYPIBIIICH
TR EVMECTEDIE K230e ESTeRmICI DeTIENS CaVATIE: EWMBIC E3Canbl CaHRMTH KaTap.
FOSTODIEIR TOTTEYICPIMEE TEELD OaAT2EEICE 0GD O2CKA 12 SCREPTRIMITEpIS Y BLITH k2302
ENWECTZDaE: EeTeRmiTiy Bzcaszs. COSTARKTAS OSRE ICPTIEY TERLPHOLE HPARTHRILIK F28S
TEODEEINE TYDIHRES TYCIECTIENINE Eofc BIcHyHEIE 3SPTICY EYMECEDMCE KAHIMATRIKTE
EopCESST SREETLCATEENE TOIMETAR TYCIECMIE.

Keseci  womiwsowe — yImE  MOHIE  HOriSil GHNSTEMEIHK  [NCHOCPM

Ems/www kzzmm kr/en/15001/pece/. mosTopinix mucceprammstiap ymne Ka¥Y calftemma

3epTTey TaEnIpHIO: [IECCSpTANESHLE 3SPTIeY TAMpion — «CHpiapasEnE TeMeHN

e EECHERA R OPTESaCEHDIERE REATANIRE TRIOTOIESCE MeE QOPTEQHRANEECED KYMEIC HESri3rn
MoTIEESH (KIDICHeACH VI Tapay s=s/0eTiM EaEe RoparnHEaan | 81 sevipiesres Oerres (Ra3ax

- TISIHACT] TYNEYCEA). OHOTHOrpefEssaE, KOCENMITZTADTAE TVPATEL
TaRsipenTinis 631 REGipri Kot ICPTICYISPAS YIKSH KAGEE VINEITER Ty ALPATHHEL 55K,
2720 ZETRADRA JACTIACEpEAp ®onc «baTnaKiarh KAT2Uap» KE3aRCTEEIER LITTRIK EoHe
X=TRRADATRIR. KOONCPATHETIR FRIIRIME ROOATADIRE RRCAEaDa: 0oasm Tadnmats:. Connati-ax
MSEIR 'ﬁaﬁm 63 I vums. CopiepusuniE TOMEHI SfLICHENATH! KOpPFAHBICH Oap emm
!ﬂm ummcrepn MeH THIOHOTHSCE map.m kprrf:.merea Ep OCEI AFMAKTars:

[ E=2He m:gmq. HSMEP.'IEHI‘CH ym tapayna (1) seprrey Tapuxo (2)
HADALE THOOSOMESCHL, 3SPTTCY alMark &oHe (3) onapanm Oeximictepi

_ 1HIe aBTOP THIOIOIHS TYPAihl KeH ayKhIMIhI KOPRITHHIRLTAD
ESHE TOHOIpAQUSNBIK  KDHTCpHILICpPAl KOAZAHA  OTHIphIN,
KOpFaHEICEI 0ap KananapihlH  XPOHOIOrHSCH
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Ay NKTepiN CCRePIN, Kanaawk xane kaia Tapinii el Mekenaepiin y3aK
MEPINEL JAMYLL TYPAA Teopusnuput yeway, Opbip XPOHOAOIHAALIK TON YUIiH KeKe
THIATOrsAap CpeRie R““Ml“}'mhmu,m TYALIPALL., 3CpT’Tc}' HKYMBICLIHBI Malll JepTTEY
CaphiCHNAA amkniran HATIDRENEPAIN ayKLMALIFLILIA GOk TaGLIANB! FKIHE 6yn1 03 Keseriige
MCCSPTANMRHKN HUKI Gipairi Tanabu peringe KAPACTBIPLLTYLI MyMKill, HATIGKCTE AKETY YUIiH KEH

AYKBIMASL - CATHICTHDYAAD  #yprisy  mone VK MepiiMal aMy Gapeicefit OGaKeumay
MYMKIUURTEPIMCH Xy3ere ackiphuy

ALl
Alerenven, xynmierhing ®aKkcapryra Gonmatein kefiGip acrextinep je Gap #aHe Hap-

ABINIANGL HYCRAIA — KeM sierenne Gip anesenTr KOCy Kepek: GyJi #yprisiiren 3epTreynepiin
RPRATTAMACK (ROCHMWANAp) Menin Tycinyimue, Ka3ipri yakbiTra i3acuyui ocel Oarerrra
RYMBICTAP SRacan xareip. backa YCblibICTapra Kenetin Goscak, Mell JOKTOPANTTBII 3epTTeyitle
ROLTIHBLRIR 1ICTeMe Ty pansl TONRIrbIpaK AKNapaTTLl KOpy/li el caHap eJliM, COHbIMEH KaTap
Oyl ANCCCPTAUMIHKK CeHiMALNiK TAIANTapbIi ®aKCHIpAK KanaratTanasipap eai. beariai Gip
aepexede Oy KeRelTyTe aKemy apKLL Kon KeTKizyre Gonazsl

Kipicnene Gipre aucceprammsnsin Gacka skepepitienn aaicTeMenin apTYpai Kbicka
Gammaepl, OIpak coMbiMen Katap oceiran GaitnamelcTsl ypOanu3auus Typaibl OaThICTBIK
TCOPHSIAPra Kelifip (Kblckama Gonca na) cimreme kacanca (Mbicanel, Makc Bebep, ['opmon
Haitan, Maiika 3.Cair, Hopaan ﬁodicbn). 1-Tapayna (Tapux 3eprTey), cOHaaii aK i3AeHYIIHIH
@3IHIIK 3ePTTRY 3MeMEHTTepin KeOipek aTan eTken xeH Gonap exi Oy Toyenci3nik TanabbH
KYLISHTETIHI QHBIK,

Baranay woune Yeuinelc: JKorapblna alfTeinrad kemimidikTepre Kapamactad, Med
| YCHIHBLIRAL 3EPTTCY JKYMBICHIH KaObuinasran FhUTBIMB XyMbICTap CTaHIapTTapelHAa CaHKec
XYPri3LITCHIHE KAaHAFATTAHAMBIH.
JKorapuna afiTsuiranaapas eckepe oTwipain, C.Y. BunanoBThIH 3epTTey AKYMLICHI 271-
; ®apadi  YHIBEPCHTETIHIN JAOKTOPNLIK Jape}ecid any YiliH KOMbLIATLIH TananTapra Caikec
xenem xane dunocodus aoxtopst (PhD) FeLismm JApeKECIH anmy YIUIH KOprayra yCbhlHYFa
GomageL
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